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CULTURAL/LANGUAGE SURVEY· DETROIT 0174017
· MADISON 0207688
· SOUTHFIELD 0216886

TODAY’S DATE:        /        /        


To provide a better learning experience for children with dual languages and/or unique cultural attributes, this survey helps us to understand the child’s experiences with language(s) at home so that Nest Child Care and Parent Institute can build upon those experiences, learning styles and preferences to support their optimal progress in our programs. 


	Child’s Name:                                                                                                                                DOB:





Language Background

	1. What language(s) does your family speak? 
	

	2. How much experience (exposure) has your child had with the(se) languages? 
	

	3. Can you tell me about her use of English (if at all)? 
	

	4. Did your child grow up learning two languages from birth (simultaneous)? 
	

	5. Did your child grow up with one language from birth, and then learn a second language after the age of two (sequential)?
	

	6. How old was s/he when the second language was introduced?
	



Language Dominance

	1. Does your child use one of his languages more often than the other? 
	

	2. When he wants to communicate, does he prefer using one of his languages? Does it vary with peers...with siblings...with parents...with teachers? 
	





Home Language Experience

	1. Who are the people who speak your Home Language with your child? 
	

	2. How much time did she spend using your Home Language in the last year? 
	

	3. What experiences or activities has she had in your Home Language (e.g., trips, daily living, going on routine errands, in church, etc.)? 
	

	4. What experiences with reading and writing has she had in her Home Language? 
	



English Language Experience

	1. Who are the sources of English language for your child? From what age? 
	

	2. How much time has he spent using English in the last year? 
	

	3. What experiences or activities has he had in his Home Language? 
	



About The Child

	1. What are your child’s interests and favorite activities?
	

	2. Are there materials she especially likes to play with? 
	

	3. Are there pretend play activities that she likes to repeat? 
	

	4. When does she use language? 
	

	5. What experiences does she remember and talk to you about? Examples? 
	


Inclusion

	1. What are some cultural traditions we can acknowledge in our programs?
	

	2. Are their books we can incorporate in our library or reading list that your child enjoy?
	

	3. Are you willing to share culturally specific items to include in our classroom setting? Ie. Food, clothing, etc.
	



COMMENTS (i.e., Please feel free to provide any additional information about the family’s home language or culture that could be helpful to us, so that we can be sure to incorporate those practices into our program:
















TEACHER FOLLOW-UP 
	
· This survey should provide a starting point to begin an individualized lesson plan, set some initial goals for child development and support the child’s second language.
· To further understand why collecting this information is important, review “Collecting Information From the Families of Dual Language Learners (DLLS)” for guidance on how to assess and support the child’s home language and culture.
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